LAKE ALMANOR PLANNING UNIT
Feather River Watershed

Existing Conditions & Uses
Overview
•

Large scenic reservoir and shoreline areas
covering nearly 30,000 acres in Plumas
County; all but 3,226 acres are inundated

•

Developed summer recreation destination,
surrounded by small communities and
resorts

•

Part of the Upper North Fork Feather
River (UNFFR) Project (FERC #2105),
License Application submitted in October
2002; License expired in October 2004

•

1,852 acres outside and 27,716 acres
inside the FERC boundary

Lake Almanor, a 27,000-acre reservoir with 52
miles of shoreline, is the central feature of the
planning unit. The reservoir is located in the
Almanor basin in Plumas County, adjoining the
towns of Chester and Prattville, northeast of the
city of Chico. It is surrounded by conifer forests
interspersed with small communities and summer
resorts (there are over 1,000 homes adjacent to
the shoreline), providing a scenic setting. State
highways and county roads pass close to most
of the shoreline, providing easy public access
and helping to make the area a major regional

Shoreline at the Chester ﬂood control channel outlet
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destination for water-based recreation. A portion
of the Lassen Scenic Byway, a 185-mile USFSdesignated route with many scenic and historic
attractions, loops around the lake.
As shown in Figure FR-1, most of the PG&E
property is inundated. The remaining planning
unit lands include forested lands along several
miles of the southeast shore, along a small part of
the west shore, and encircling the northern arm
of the reservoir, which is separated from the rest
of the reservoir by a causeway and is called “Last
Chance Marsh.” Additional parcels are located
about one-half mile southwest of the reservoir,
along the route of the Prattville Tunnel that
carries water from Lake Almanor to Butt Valley
Powerhouse. Adjacent USFS lands on the west
and northwest shores are managed by the Lassen
National Forest; adjacent USFS lands along the
southwest and southeast shores are managed by
the Plumas National Forest.
The planning unit comprises the major portion
of the UNFFR Project (FERC #2105). The
project is in the post-License Application phase
of relicensing, and it is anticipated that a new
License will be issued in the next few years.
The collaborative FERC relicensing process has
extended over several years and has involved
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several Federal and State agencies, Native
American tribes, and many other stakeholders.
In their October 2002 License Application and
the subsequent April 2004 Settlement Agreement,
PG&E proposed or agreed to a range of actions
and plans that will protect and enhance biological,
cultural, and recreation resources. These include:
a wildlife habitat enhancement plan that will
address wetland areas along the north shore and
at Last Chance Marsh; a shoreline management
plan addressing shoreline use and protection; a
recreation resource management plan; recreation
facility improvements at most existing sites
and development of new facilities at informal
use areas; and funding for recreation facility
construction, operations, and maintenance.
Cultural resource protection has also been
addressed and a heritage properties management
plan (HPMP) is anticipated following relicensing.
Fish, Plant, and Wildlife Habitat
The lands along the west and north shore near
Chester, as well as the northernmost arm of the
reservoir, are primarily undeveloped and provide
the highest habitat values in the planning unit.
With habitat that transitions from shallow open
water to marsh, these areas are particularly
important habitat for waterfowl and other birds,
and several rare plants. In addition, the reservoir
area supports a gradually increasing number of
nesting bald eagles and osprey. The California
Audubon Society has designated the entire
reservoir area an Important Bird Area due to its
importance to nesting and wintering waterfowl
but also for a number of special status species
such as willow flycatcher, sandhill crane, and
yellow warbler.

areas emphasizes maintaining natural settings
and viewsheds for recreation, and protection and
enhancement of wildlife habitat. Most of the
remaining adjacent lands are privately owned
and include golf and residential communities,
numerous resorts, and the town of Chester
(population 2,500). The area is experiencing
population growth as new communities are built
near the lakeshore.
Outdoor Recreation
Water-based recreation is a primary use of
Lake Almanor by both visitors and the growing
number of area residents. Most use occurs during
the summer, when area facilities host many
boaters, anglers, campers, and other outdoor
enthusiasts. Recreation needs are served by
the many public and private facilities dispersed
around most areas of the shoreline. The public
facilities include those operated by PG&E and
the USFS. PG&E’s facilities include a group
campground below the dam, two day use areas
and a scenic overlook on the southeast shore, and
a 25-site family and group campground near the
northern end of Last Chance Marsh. The marsh
is popular for waterfowl hunting during the fall
and provides good bird watching opportunities.
Along the southwest shoreline, PG&E and
the USFS operate family campgrounds with
more than 230 campsites in total. PG&E owns
and operates the 131-site Rocky Point family
campground that is partly on USFS land and
the USFS operates a rest area and the Almanor

Open Space
Lake Almanor and the undeveloped forest lands
around the reservoir have additional value as
open space by providing a natural and scenic
viewshed for recreational users on the lake as
well as travelers on the Lassen Scenic Byway.
In general, USFS management of the adjacent
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shoreline recreation sites are also used by visitors
for day use and camping. These dispersed
sites are located on lands owned by a variety of
entities including PG&E, the USFS, and private
landowners.
Two residential communities also operate private
shoreline recreation areas and boat ramps. Many
of the shoreline residences have boat docks and
marker buoys installed under PG&E permits. On
the west shore at Prattville, the Pacific Service
Employees Association (PSEA) operates a private
rustic camp with 12 cabin units.
Wet meadow near Chester

family and group campgrounds with more than
102 campsites, three shoreline day use areas, two
boat launches, and a beach facility. PG&E has
agreed to take responsibility for operation and
maintenance of most USFS facilities as part of
the Settlement Agreement for the FERC Project
#2105 relicensing. PG&E also operates Camp
Connery group camp, a reservation-only facility
that can accommodate groups of up to 50 people.
Many of the facilities along the west shore of the
lake are linked by the Lake Almanor Recreation
Trail (LART), a paved 9.5-mile USFS-managed
pedestrian and bike trail that traverses public and
private property. The USFS has requested an
easement from PG&E to extend the trail 1.5 miles
from its southern terminus to Canyon Dam Boat
Launch, at the south end of the lake. In addition,
PG&E has provided an easement to Plumas
County and agreed to provide matching funds for
a 2-mile extension on the southeast shore. The
USFS, Plumas County, and Almanor Recreation
and Parks District have also considered and
pursued grant funding for a northern extension of
the trail to Chester.
The lake is a popular boating area and supports a
smallmouth bass and trout fishery. Twenty-two
privately operated resorts with over 800 boat
slips are dispersed along the shore. The resorts
are located primarily on private land but operate
under PG&E leases for commercial recreational
use of the shoreline. A private concessionaire
operates a large campground on PG&E land on
the north shore, and more than 20 undeveloped
FR-4 LCP Volume II

Forest Resources
Forested lands within the planning unit are
included within six PG&E Timber Management
Units (TMUs), which contain a combined total
of about 2,400 timbered acres. Five of the
TMUs are managed entirely or primarily under
a Sustainable Timber Management prescription,
meaning that sustained timber production is
regarded as the highest and best use of the land
while also placing an emphasis on protecting
water quality, wildlife and fisheries habitat, soils,
carbon sequestration, and cultural resources. The
TMU that encompasses lands immediately on the
lake shore is primarily managed under a Salvage
prescription, where harvests are primarily
conducted for forest and watershed health
purposes.
Agricultural Uses
Although grazing does not currently occur on
the planning unit, the meadows near Chester and
Last Chance Marsh did support grazing under
PG&E leases until the late 1990s. Grazing was
discontinued due to water quality concerns. The
Lassen National Forest has managed a grazing
allotment west of Highway 89 (west of Lake
Almanor) that surrounds the group of parcels
southwest of Prattville. The allotment has
been in “non-use” status for a number of years
due to resource concerns, and may be closed
permanently in the future. The Plumas National
Forest does not have any allotments adjacent to
the planning unit.
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Historic Resources
The area now covered by Lake Almanor was
once known as Big Meadow, part of the ancestral
homeland of the Mountain Maidu tribe of Native
Americans, and the location of several Maidu
villages. Many cultural sites associated with
the Maidu were inundated by the reservoir,
but important sites (including burial sites) still
exist on and near the shoreline. The Maidu and
other Native Americans continue to reside in the
area and maintain an active interest in cultural
resources and traditional practices in the Lake
Almanor vicinity. These groups have expressed
interest in developing a cultural center in the
area to support the preservation, practice, and
sharing of their culture. Historic sites associated
with Euro-American settlement and hydropower
development also exist in the planning unit.

Stewardship Council
Recommendations
The Stewardship Council recommends that the
land and land uses at Lake Almanor Planning
Unit be preserved and enhanced by focusing
on the biological, cultural, recreation and open
space values and opportunities. In presenting
the Recommended Concept provided here, our
objective is to enhance recreation opportunities,
identify and protect biological and cultural
resources, and preserve open space, particularly
on the lands outside the FERC boundary. The

Last Chance Marsh from the north shore
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concept is intended to identify additional
enhancements that complement the actions and
plans associated with the recent relicensing,
and to address the protection and enhancement
of resources on PG&E lands surrounding the
reservoir that are outside the FERC boundary,
for which fewer actions have been proposed in
the relicensing process.
Objective: Preserve and enhance
biological and cultural
resources, as well as
enhance public access,
recreation opportunities,
and sustainable forestry
management.

As shown on Table FR-1, the Stewardship
Council has identified a number of preservation
and/or enhancement measures that may
contribute to the conservation management
program for the Lake Almanor Planning Unit.
Additional detail and background regarding
these potential measures can be found in the
Supporting Analysis for Recommendations,
provided under separate cover. These measures
are intended to be illustrative in nature, not
prescriptive, and will be amended, deleted,
or augmented over time in coordination with
future land owners and managers to best meet
the objective for this planning unit.
Fish, Plant, and Wildlife Habitat
Objective: Preserve and enhance
habitat in order to protect
special biological resources.

The Lake Almanor Planning Unit provides
important habitat for waterfowl and other
birds. Several rare plants are found in the Last
Chance Marsh area. To preserve and enhance
the habitat and resources in the planning unit,
the Stewardship Council recommends that
baseline studies and plans be developed to
gain a clear understanding of the resources
(particularly outside the FERC boundary where
little information is currently available). These
studies will likely be followed by management
LCP Volume II FR-5
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plans to ensure implementation of preservation
and enhancement measures for specific resources.
The recommended measures focus on key high
value wildlife and plant habitat areas at Last
Chance Marsh and the seasonally inundated
north shoreline near Chester, as well as on
other undeveloped forested lands above the
shoreline of Lake Almanor. These enhancement
measures are intended to complement and extend
assessment, protection, and enhancement beyond
what has been addressed during the UNFFR
Project relicensing proceedings. Preservation
and enhancement of habitat should also include
addressing noxious weeds, particularly on lands
outside the FERC boundary.
Open Space
Objective: Preserve open space in order
to protect natural and cultural
resources, viewsheds, and
the recreation settings from
further development.

This concept would preserve open space by
precluding future development and preserving
open space on the currently undeveloped lands
above the 4,500-foot elevation, most of which
are above the southeast shoreline. Although most
of the parcels in that area are separated from
the highway by a railroad with few crossings
of the rail line available, limiting development
opportunities, conservation easements would
describe all prohibited uses to maintain open
space values, including the level of uses
allowed and the requirement to maintain scenic
qualities, as well as the reservation of rights for
campgrounds and other FERC license required
features.

camping and day use facilities, and the planning
unit also provides opportunities for hiking,
bicycling, wildlife viewing, and other landbased activities. Recreation needs have been
a major focus of the FERC relicensing process
for the UNFFR Project, and nearly all existing
facilities and the most popular informal use
areas are scheduled to receive enhancements. As
shown in Figure FR-2, the Stewardship Council
looks to complement relicensing enhancements
by providing additional low-impact recreation
opportunities. We recommend enhancements
focused on linking community and recreations
sites with a LART trail extension, development of
a wildlife viewing platform, and enhancement of
public access to the PSEA camp.
Sustainable Forestry
Objective: Develop and implement
forestry practices in order to
contribute to a sustainable
forest, preserve and
enhance habitat and cultural
resources, as well as to ensure
appropriate fuel load and ﬁre
management.

Much of the surrounding shoreline of Lake
Almanor is forested and managed primarily for
forest and watershed health purposes. Other
forest resources within the planning unit are
managed for sustainable timber production.
The Stewardship Council recommends that
future care and management of the land include

Outdoor Recreation
Objective: Enhance recreational facilities
in order to provide additional
public access and recreation
opportunities.

Lake Almanor is a popular destination for waterbased recreation supported by various resort,
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developing a long-term vision for forest
management in the area, addressing silvicultural
practices, holistic watershed management, fuels
management, and fire management and response.
The fuels, fire management and response, and
forest management plans should be developed
to be compatible with relevant FERC license
required plans as well as the noxious weed and
wildlife and habitat management and monitoring
plans. We expect that all of these plans would
be developed in coordination with adjacent
landowners, relevant county plans, and USFS
management and practices as appropriate.
Preservation of Historic Values
Objective: Identify and manage cultural
resources in order to ensure
their protection, as well as
to support opportunities for
public education.

Bald eagles foraging in ﬂooded meadow near
Highway 36

effort, the Stewardship Council recommends
close coordination with Native American
entities. Development of the cultural resources
management plan should be consistent with the
FERC HPMP.

The Lake Almanor basin was once known as
Big Meadow and is rich with the history and
cultural resources of Native Americans and the
developing west. The local Maidu community
has expressed interest in preserving access to
traditional plant gathering sites and in managing
plant resources to facilitate cultural uses, similar
to the Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK)
demonstration project that is ongoing on nearby
USFS land. The Stewardship Council aims to
support an increased understanding of these
resources and ensure they are appropriately
protected. To meet this objective, we recommend
that cultural resource studies be conducted to
understand the resources found at the Lake
Almanor Planning Unit (particularly outside
the FERC boundary where less information
is available), that appropriate management
plans be developed and implemented, and
that opportunities to support public education
regarding cultural resources be considered.
The Stewardship Council also recommends
assessing the potential for a Maidu cultural
interpretive and learning center, whose
establishment in the area is a goal of the
local Maidu community. Throughout this
FINAL NOVEMBER 2007
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Feather River Watershed

Planning Unit Objective: Preserve and enhance biological and cultural resources, as well as enhance public access, recreation opportunities, and sustainable forestry management.
Beneﬁcial Public
Value

Protection of the
Natural Habitat of
Fish, Wildlife, and
Plants

Objective

Preserve and enhance habitat in order
to protect special biological resources.

Preservation of
Open Space

Preserve open space in order to
protect natural and cultural resources,
viewsheds, and the recreation settings
from further development.

Outdoor Recreation
by the General
Public

Enhance recreation facilities in order to
provide additional public access and
recreation opportunities.

Sustainable Forestry

Develop and implement forestry
practices in order to contribute to
a sustainable forest, preserve and
enhance habitat and cultural resources,
as well as to ensure appropriate fuel
load and ﬁre management.

•

Expand the planned wildlife habitat enhancement plan to include evaluation of habitat needs for all of the Last Chance Marsh and the north shore, and implement protection and
enhancement actions.**

•

Conduct surveys of lands outside the FERC boundary to identify biological resources and enable their protection.

•

Develop a companion to the planned wildlife habitat enhancement plan to address upland areas around Lake Almanor outside the FERC boundary, and implement protection and
enhancement actions.

•

Develop noxious weed management plan for lands outside the FERC boundary.

•

Apply permanent conservation easements to ensure a higher level of open space protection.

•

Extend the Lake Almanor Recreation Trail from its northern terminus to the Chester area.**

•

Evaluate potential sites for construction of a parking area and wildlife viewing platform in the vicinity of the causeway at south edge of Last Chance Marsh.**

•

Enhance public recreation access at the PSEA camp.**

•

Evaluate existing timber inventory data and supplement as appropriate.

•

Develop a forest management plan for the planning unit to promote natural forest development and structural and physical diversity in forests for long-term ecological, economic,
social, and cultural benefits.

•

Develop a fuels management plan for the planning unit to ensure long-term forest health and reduce fuel loading and fire hazard.

•

Develop a fire management and response plan for the planning unit to ensure fire preparedness.

•

Assess the potential to develop a program with Maidu groups to incorporate Traditional Ecological Knowledge in forest management.**

None proposed.

Agricultural Uses

Preservation of
Historic Values

Potential Measures to Preserve and/or Enhance BPVs – Not Requirements*

Identify and manage cultural resources
in order to ensure their protection, as
well as to support opportunities for
public education.

•

Conduct surveys of lands outside the FERC boundary to identify cultural resources and enable their protection.

•

Conduct an ethnographic study of lands outside the FERC boundary to identify traditional use areas.

•

Develop a cultural resource management plan to protect cultural resources outside the FERC boundary consistent with the HPMP.

•

Assess potential for a future Maidu Cultural Center on the parcels near Highways 89 and 147.**

•

Coordinate with Native American entities when conducting cultural resource measures.

* This is a set of recommended possibilities for the preservation and enhancement of BPV’s, and is not intended to be a set of requirements for future land management.
** Denotes site specific measure.
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Lake Almanor Planning Unit
Outdoor Recreation
Recreation needs have been a major focus of the FERC relicensing process for the Upper North
Fork Feather River (UNFFR) Project, and nearly all existing facilities and the most popular
informal use areas are scheduled to receive enhancements. (When available, final License
Conditions for the UNFFR Project would be incorporated into plans for this planning unit.)
Therefore, the recommended recreation enhancement measures are generally intended to build
upon actions proposed in the UNFFR Project License Application and Settlement Agreement,
recognizing the opportunity to extend some proposed measures to further enhance the BPV of
outdoor recreation in the planning unit. Key recommended recreation components include
extension of an existing trail, evaluation of potential sites for enhancement of wildlife viewing
opportunities, and increased public access to the Pacific Service Employees Association (PSEA)
camp facility.
Potential Measure:

•

Extend the Lake Almanor Recreation Trail from its northern terminus to the Chester
area.

Area stakeholders have expressed an interest in a northward extension of the Lake Almanor
Recreation Trail (LART) onto PG&E lands on the northwest and west shore, which would
complement planned extensions of the trail on the southwest and southeast shores. The extension
would begin at the existing trail terminus south of the Lake Almanor West residential community
on USFS land, and would run north toward Chester on the narrow strip of PG&E land between
the lake shore and Highway 89. Trail easements on USFS lands and on non-PG&E private lands
near Lake Almanor West would be required to link the trail to the PG&E shoreline lands. The
cooperation of these adjacent landowners would be sought to complete the extension; the UNFFR
Project License Application included consideration of such coordination and cooperation among
PG&E, USFS, and Almanor Recreation and Park District to facilitate the extension of the trail.
Consideration of public safety would be particularly crucial where the trail would cross the
primary access road into the Lake Almanor West development. In addition to easements, a
bridge over the Chester flood control channel (also on USFS land) would be required to link the
trail to PG&E lands on the northwest shore adjacent to Chester. Along the northwest shore, the
trail could be routed through PG&E lands between the shoreline and First Avenue, with a
potential terminus at the Stover Ranch site, where day use improvements and a shoreline trail are
planned. Day use or trailhead facilities may also be possible on PG&E lands near the airport,
within the context of the PG&E's UNFFR Recreation Resource Management Plan (RRMP),
developed in consultation with USFS. The PG&E shoreline lands that the trail would cross are
favorable for this use, with generally flat topography and open pine forest. Unpaved trails near
the northwest shore, apparently created by unauthorized OHV use, could potentially be converted
to bike and pedestrian use, after vehicles were excluded with barriers.
Potential Measure:

•

Evaluate potential sites for construction of a parking area and wildlife viewing platform
in the vicinity of the causeway at the south edge of Last Chance Marsh.
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The elevated Highway 36 causeway crosses the southern edge of the Last Chance Marsh,
providing outstanding opportunities for viewing birds on the marsh and on meadows on the
northwest and southwest sides of the causeway. However, travelers who stop to observe the birds
can only pull onto the shoulder of the road. The Stewardship Council recommends evaluating
potential sites on or near the causeway for construction of a parking area and wildlife viewing
platform. The evaluation would identify and compare sites that provide good viewing
opportunities in a safe location where impacts on biological and cultural resources would be
minimized. A desirable site would also provide visibility to protect the site from vandalism and
other unauthorized use. Interpretive information focused on biological resources in the marsh
area would enhance the site. An elevated walkway extending from a platform into a meadow or
marsh may provide better viewing opportunities at some sites. Any measures recommended
along the State Highway would need to be planned and carefully coordinated with the California
Department of Transportation (CalTrans) to ensure safe conditions for vehicles entering and
exiting the site. Any construction into marsh or meadow habitat would be coordinated with DFG
and would need to be compatible with the wildlife habitat enhancement plan to be developed as
part of the UNFFR Project Settlement Agreement. Disturbance of jurisdictional wetlands that
may occur with construction of the recommended facility would require Federal and State
permits.
Potential Measure:

•

Enhance public recreation access at the PSEA camp.

The PSEA’s Camp Almanor provides several cabins and associated facilities on the west shore of
the lake for the use of their members (PG&E employees, retirees, and family members). As a
result of the UNFFR Project Settlement Agreement, the PSEA beach adjacent to the camp was
recently improved and placed under PG&E management for use by the general public as the
Marvin Alexander Day Use Area. The Stewardship Council recommends enhancing public
access to the PSEA camp.

Fish, Plant, and Wildlife Habitat
Potential Measure:

•

Expand the planned wildlife habitat enhancement plan to include evaluation of habitat
needs for all of the Last Chance Marsh and the north shore, and implement protection
and enhancement actions.

Within the UNFFR Project Settlement Agreement, PG&E has agreed to prepare a wildlife habitat
enhancement plan in consultation with Federal and State agencies. However, the plan is
stipulated to address only shoreline lands between Last Chance Campground (at the north end of
Last Chance Marsh) and the Chester flood control channel (i.e., the northwest shoreline of the
reservoir). The importance of the Last Chance Marsh and north shoreline areas as habitat for rare
plants (five have been identified in the marsh) and for wading birds and waterfowl justifies a
more comprehensive approach to habitat protection and enhancement than may arise from FERC
relicensing. The Stewardship Council recommends expanding the area benefiting from habitat
protection and enhancements in conjunction with the above plan to include the entirety of the
Last Chance Marsh and its eastern shoreline. Informal recreation use areas along the east shore
of the marsh may have impacts on habitat, as could activities of hunters and others in the marsh.
The primary elements of the future plan include fencing and vehicle exclusion measures; the
Stewardship Council recommends expanding the plan to include habitat enhancements, such as
FR-2 LCP Volume II
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the installation of nesting platforms to increase waterfowl nesting success. Development of
protection or enhancement measures would require collaboration with State and Federal wildlife
management agencies, and would need to take into account factors such as fluctuating water
levels and waterfowl hunting activity.
Potential Measures:

•

Conduct surveys of lands outside the FERC boundary to identify biological resources and
enable their protection.

•

Develop a companion to the planned wildlife habitat enhancement plan to address
upland areas around Lake Almanor outside the FERC boundary, and implement
protection and enhancement actions.

The forested lands above the southeast shore of the reservoir (generally east of Highway 147 and
the rail corridor) and on either side of the mouth of Bailey Creek are among the relatively limited
lands owned by PG&E above the 4,500-foot high water elevation of the lake and are deserving of
protection and enhancement of their habitat values. Some of these lands are near bald eagle
nesting territories and are likely used as nesting or roosting sites by osprey. The lands are outside
the FERC boundary and so have not been surveyed as part of relicensing, nor will they be
addressed in the forthcoming wildlife habitat enhancement plan. Therefore, the Stewardship
Council recommends development of a companion to the planned wildlife habitat enhancement
plan to assess habitat values and protection and enhancement opportunities on these parcels, as
well as implementation of measures to meet identified wildlife management goals and objectives.
Biological resource surveys would be conducted on lands not included in relicensing studies. The
plan would include a monitoring component to assess the success of protection and enhancement
measures.
Potential Measure:

•

Develop a noxious weed management plan for lands outside the FERC boundary.

The USFS has submitted to FERC a License Condition for the UNFFR Project requiring an
Invasive Weed Management Plan. FERC states in the Final EIS for the UNFFR Project that
“development of an invasive weed management plan as part of the vegetation management plan
would facilitate an integrated approach to control effects, and is appropriate for all project lands.”
FERC also suggests in the Final EIS that noxious and invasive weed management could be a
component of the recreation management plan and the roads and facilities management plan. The
Stewardship Council recommends a companion noxious weed management plan for any PG&E
lands outside the Project boundary not covered in any future FERC license required plans.

Sustainable Forestry
Potential Measure:

•

Evaluate existing timber inventory data and supplement as appropriate.

Recommendations integrate sustainable forestry practices into the management of the six Timber
Management Units (TMUs) within the planning unit as a complementary measure benefiting
habitat values. Forest management activities within the planning unit occur primarily outside the
FERC boundary and have not been directly addressed within the relicensing process, with the
exception of an anticipated vegetation management plan that will focus on fuel load management.
PG&E’s forest management practices have been conservative in recent years, and the required
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timber harvesting plans that have guided forestry activities have incorporated protection of habitat
values. However, review of these practices may reveal additional opportunities to more fully
incorporate sustainable forestry standards, particularly on the five TMUs managed for sustainable
timber production.
Potential Measure:

•

Develop a forest management plan for the planning unit to promote natural forest
development and structural and physical diversity in forests for long-term ecological,
economic, social, and cultural benefits.

The Stewardship Council recommends developing a forest management plan for the planning unit
through the evaluation of existing forest inventory data and supplemental information, when
appropriate. In addition to supporting natural forest development, the forest management plan
would promote holistic watershed management, supporting the enhancement of other BPVs over
the long term. The forest management plan would be compatible with the vegetation
management plan addressing lands within the FERC boundary that is anticipated to follow
relicensing. Coordination with the USFS (Lassen and Plumas National Forests) would be
required in development of the plan to promote consistency with management of the surrounding
USFS lands. The USFS has submitted license conditions to FERC that include additional actions
and plans for the management and protection of biological, recreation, and cultural resources.
The forest management plan should also be coordinated with relevant county plans.
In areas where timber extraction is consistent with the forest management plan, timber harvesting
techniques would be promoted that maintain mosaics of forest stands of different age, size, and
rotation period. In addition to utilizing PG&E’s uneven-age selection harvest system, harvesting
practices and a monitoring program would be included to protect watercourses and lakes and
promote the restoration and conservation of natural forests. Post-harvest, a monitoring plan
would be developed to ensure that forest management and the proposed harvesting schedule
would be consistent with the forest management plan, promoting natural forest development in
perpetuity.
Potential Measure:

•

Develop a fire management and response plan for the planning unit to ensure fire
preparedness.

The CDF has recorded hundreds of small fires in the Lake Almanor region over the past few
decades, most of which occurred close to developed areas. In the UNFFR Project Final EIS,
FERC proposes development of a fire prevention and response plan that would address fuels
treatment and vegetation management, prevention, emergency response preparedness, reporting,
and extinguishing and controlling fires. To increase fire preparedness and enhance fire
prevention, the Stewardship Council recommends developing a fire management and response
plan for lands outside the FERC boundary consistent with any future FERC license mandated
plan. The content of the plan should mirror that of any required UNFFR plan.
Potential Measure:

•

Develop a fuels management plan for the planning unit to ensure long-term forest health
and reduce fuel loading and fire hazard.

Management of fuels is very important in reducing fire risk. The proposed UNFFR vegetation
management plan will contain analysis of fuel loads near Project features and treatments to be
FR-4 LCP Volume II
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employed to reduce ignition hazard. However, this plan would only apply to lands within the
FERC boundary. Therefore, the Stewardship Council recommends developing a fuels
management plan for lands outside the FERC boundary consistent with measures in the proposed
UNFFR vegetation management plan to ensure long-term forest health and reduce fuel loading
and fire hazard. The recommended fuels management plan could include a controlled fire
component that could reduce wildfire danger and enhance deer winter range. The fuels
management plan would identify when and where controlled fire would be an appropriate fuel
reduction technique, and where fuel reduction would be accomplished by thinning or other
mechanical means. Development of the fuels management plan should be coordinated with
relevant county plans, as well as the recommended forest management, noxious weed
management, and wildlife and habitat management plans.

Preservation of Historic Values
The Maidu community has expressed interest in preserving access to traditional plant gathering
sites and in managing plant resources to facilitate cultural uses. A local Maidu group has been
working since 2003 to meet similar objectives on nearby USFS lands through the Maidu
Stewardship Project, a 10-year contract with the USFS to demonstrate Traditional Ecological
Knowledge (TEK) within the area of the project. The objective of the project has been “to
incorporate indigenous knowledge into progressive forestry” with specific objectives
emphasizing enhancement of culturally important plants such as willows, oaks, and grasses,
among others. The 190-acre cluster of parcels near Highway 89 is near traditional plant gathering
areas and may be appropriate for Maidu stewardship using TEK practices, using the USFS pilot
program as a model for a similar program on the planning unit. Initiation of TEK management on
these parcels would give Maidu groups the opportunity to apply the lessons learned on the USFS
lands.
Potential Measures:

•

Conduct surveys of lands outside the FERC boundary to identify cultural resources and
enable their protection.

•

Conduct an ethnographic study of lands outside the FERC boundary to identify
traditional use areas.

•

Develop a cultural resource management plan to protect cultural resources outside the
FERC boundary consistent with the HPMP.

•

Coordinate with Native American entities when conducting cultural resource measures.

The study area used in FERC relicensing cultural resource studies did not include planning unit
lands outside the FERC boundary. As a result, cultural resource surveys are needed to identify
any cultural resources on those lands and enable their protection. An ethnographic study of these
lands to identify traditional use areas is also needed. Finally, a cultural resource management
plan would be developed as a companion to any future plan that may be required by the new
FERC Project License to ensure the protection of any cultural values present. These measures
would be coordinated with Native American entities and would complement the assessment of
the parcels discussed above for locating a Maidu Cultural Center and for Maidu TEK
stewardship.
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Potential Measure:

•

Assess potential for a future Maidu Cultural Center on the parcels near Highways 89 and
147.

The Stewardship Council also recommends assessment of potential sites for a Maidu Cultural
Center. Maidu groups and other area stakeholders have expressed interest in establishing a
Maidu cultural interpretive and learning center in the area. The Project 2105 Committee, a group
composed of local residents, has also listed establishment of a cultural center as an objective.
Although local museums display Maidu artifacts and provide information to the public about
Maidu history, no such cultural center exists. A non-profit group founded in part to develop a
Maidu Cultural Center describes it as a place for Indians and non-Indians to learn Maidu
language, arts, and crafts, and as a gathering place for traditional Maidu festivals and
celebrations. The Greenville Rancheria has expressed interest in two specific sites for such a
facility: a parcel on the west shore of the lake along Highway 89, and a cluster of parcels near the
east shore of the lake along Highway 147 (east of the highway). Also, the cluster of four parcels
southwest of Prattville in the area of Highway 89 and the Butt Valley Reservoir Road junction
appear to provide an opportunity within the planning unit for a cultural center site. Any of these
potential sites (which are close to the highways) would provide good visibility and convenient
access to the public.
Potential Measure:

•

Assess the potential to develop a program with Maidu groups to incorporate Traditional
Ecological Knowledge in forest management.

The combination of a Maidu Cultural Center and Maidu TEK stewardship on the parcels that
comprise the Prattville Tunnel TMU provide an opportunity for involvement of local Maidu
groups in sustainable forestry and land management while enhancing opportunities for continuing
their cultural practices and for sharing those practices with the wider community, including those
attracted to the area by its recreation amenities. The application of TEK practices on the lands
surrounding a potential cultural center may present a unique opportunity for incorporating the onthe-ground stewardship activities with the objectives and activities of the cultural center.
Alternatively, the Prattville Tunnel parcels could be devoted to Maidu TEK stewardship, while
the assessment of the potential of parcels for a Maidu Cultural Center could focus on the two sites
(on Highways 89 and 147) proposed by the Greenville Rancheria.
Because all three of these potential sites are on or near the Federally designated Scenic Byway,
special consideration would need to be given to aesthetic issues. Each of the sites appears to
provide opportunities for screening structures with native forest vegetation. Recommendations
include the assessment of sites for a Maidu Cultural Center as a potentially unique addition to the
range of recreation opportunities available to Lake Almanor visitors. Although opportunities to
advance this community interest have not arisen from FERC Project relicensing, the cultural
center could also be an integral part of the Interpretation and Education Program to be developed
following issuance of the new License. Further, the cultural center concept may advance the
USFS goal of providing public interpretive opportunities along the Scenic Byway.
The measures recommended related to the Maidu Cultural Center site and Maidu TEK
stewardship would have substantial benefits for preservation of cultural resources, particularly in
the form of opportunities for participation in those programs for Maidu tribe members. Although
the driving purpose is cultural preservation, the desired educational and interpretive function of
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the potential cultural center suggests that this measure would also enhance recreation
opportunities in the area.

Open Space
Potential Measure:

•

Apply permanent conservation easements to ensure a higher level of open space
protection.

Lastly, the Stewardship Council recommends conservation easements precluding future
development and preserving open space on the currently undeveloped lands above the 4,500-foot
elevation. These parcels include the lands above the southeast shore of the lake, lands on either
side of the mouth of Bailey Creek, and lands surrounding Last Chance Marsh. Open space is an
important value of the lands adjacent to the Lake Almanor shoreline but outside the FERC
boundary, especially for visitors to the reservoir and travelers on the scenic byways. In their
undeveloped state, these lands also preserve water quality and provide wildlife habitat. Bald
eagle nests have been documented close to some of these lands. Although most of the lands
above the southeast shoreline are separated from the highway by the railroad with few crossings
of the rail line available, some of the area is zoned rural residential and residential by Plumas
County, suggesting there may be a long-term threat of development. The Bailey Creek area is
zoned recreational by the County and appears to be less threatened, although the surrounding
peninsula lands are rapidly developing with residential and golf communities. Conservation
easements would describe all prohibited uses to maintain open space values, including the level
of uses allowed and the requirement to maintain scenic qualities, as well as the reservation of
rights for campgrounds and other FERC license required features.

Agricultural Uses
None recommended.
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